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you could say special needs. We are 
seeing more of that come across the 
border. 

Of course, America is a very wonder-
ful country, and we do take these kids 
in. I am sure we will find special pro-
grams for them. But I think it ought to 
be openly discussed if we are seeing a 
new trend of countries south of the 
border feeling that it is up to the 
United States to care for this popu-
lation. 

b 1930 

I am going to comment a little bit on 
the people they call got-aways. Obvi-
ously, if you have so many young kids 
who are being processed here, Mr. 
Speaker, the Border Patrol has to 
spend a lot of time filling out paper-
work and interviewing these folks. 

What happens when the Border Pa-
trol is filling out paperwork and chang-
ing diapers? They don’t have time to 
guard the border. 

As a result, we have heard in certain 
sectors the Border Patrol is at one half 
the number of people they want on the 
border, which is why this time last 
year they had about 6,000 got-aways 
sneaking in every month, and now 
there are 30,000 got-aways sneaking in 
every month. 

A discussion of what I learned at the 
border is incomplete without talking 
about the drugs that are coming across 
the border. Ever since I have had this 
job, we have talked about the number 
of people who are dying in this country 
by illegal drug overdoses. I think after 
a while people’s eyes tend to glaze 
over, and they may not be aware that 
in the last 6 or 7 years the number of 
people dying in this country has dou-
bled. 

When I first got this job, it was about 
45,000 a year, and I was just stunned at 
45,000. It is not that far away from the 
number of people who died fighting in 
Vietnam, and every year that many 
people die of drug overdoses in this 
country. It has doubled. It is now up to 
90,000 a year. 

When I talked to the local DEA agent 
in Milwaukee, he told me that he felt 
the drugs from all of the overdoses in 
Milwaukee County—which at the time 
was 540 a year—probably came across 
the southern border. Just like every 
other member of law enforcement in 
Wisconsin, they wonder what we are 
doing in Washington to prevent these 
drugs from coming across the southern 
border. 

Why is there such a big increase? 
I think two things: First of all, more 

drugs are coming across the border. As 
marijuana becomes legalized in more 
and more States and grown legally in 
more States, there is a speculation 
that the drug gangs who, after all, 
make money selling drugs, are shifting 
from marijuana to harder drugs. 

Secondly, the current drug of choice, 
the drug that is being used by these 
horrible cartels—and by the way, we 
ought to put more of these people in 
prison, not less—the type of drugs that 

are being brought across by these car-
tels is fentanyl. 

I had always thought that heroin was 
about the most dangerous thing you 
could take, Mr. Speaker. Fentanyl is 
much more dangerous than heroin, 
which is why I recently talked to a dis-
trict attorney in my district, and in his 
area there were as many people who 
died from drug overdoses last year as 
the 3 prior years combined. It is what 
we see as the young people shift or 
older people shift from heroin to 
fentanyl on purpose or not on purpose, 
because frequently the fentanyl is put 
in with the heroin. 

So if we care about the 90,000 people 
who are dying every year in this coun-
try of illegal overdoses and we think 
about the poor families who lose their 
loved ones and wonder what we are 
going to do, it seems that a minimum 
part of the response has to be to re-
spond at the border. 

One more time, it seems like we are 
going in the opposite direction. We are 
doing less at the border. More people 
are coming across, and more people 
coming across means more fentanyl; 
more fentanyl coming across means 
more fentanyl-laced heroin; and more 
fentanyl-laced heroin means more peo-
ple dying and more broken hearts of 
the families of the people who are 
dying. 

So what can I recommend to the 
wonderful Congressman in the Chair? 

First of all, I will ask the Biden ad-
ministration not to get rid of title 42. 
That is the section that allows the Bor-
der Patrol to turn people around be-
cause of fear of COVID. There are ru-
mors that the use of title 42 is soon 
going to be dropped by the Biden ad-
ministration. Perhaps the uptick in 
COVID will cause them not to do it. 
But as I said, already we have 70,000 
people a month crossing the border, 
and if the word gets out that we are no 
longer going to turn away single adults 
or families with kids over the age of 7 
who are right now being turned around 
because of COVID, that 70,000-a-month 
figure is going to shoot up even more. 

Secondly, with regard to COVID 
right now, the Border Patrol checks 
people, but they only check people if 
they have a temperature of at least 99; 
otherwise, they just send them on— 
which includes a lot of asymptomatic 
people—to the nongovernmental orga-
nizations who take these people next. 

If they test positive there, then these 
organizations put them up in hotels or 
apartments. 

But because they are here illegally 
and they want to get inland to Amer-
ica, what do the people with COVID do 
once they are placed in a hotel or 
placed in an apartment? 

They leave right away. So, right now, 
as a practical matter the policy of the 
Biden administration of people who 
come here—I am not talking about 
unvaccinated people, I am talking 
about people who literally have 
COVID—the response of this country is 
we let them in. I would beg the Biden 

administration to do something about 
that concern. 

So keep or expand title 42 so people 
can’t get here because of COVID. And, 
secondly, when people test positive for 
COVID, don’t let them out. That is 
kind of opposite of the whole story we 
are getting from the President. 

The third thing I would like to ask 
the President to do—and I made this 
request, I think it was 3 weeks ago 
now—please put someone other than 
Vice President HARRIS in charge of the 
border. She went down to the El Paso 
sector. She did a few-hour perfunctory 
check. 

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, I learn so 
much more every time I am down 
there, and usually I stay down there a 
couple days each. Every sector of the 
southern border is different, and there 
are nine sectors there. I happened to be 
in the Rio Grande sector this time. It 
is very different from what you learn 
in the Tucson sector, Mr. Speaker, and 
very different from what you learn in 
the San Diego sector. 

Please, President Biden, pick some-
one who either has a zeal to control the 
southern border or at least is person-
ally responsible enough to go down 
there and do something. Because I will 
tell you, Mr. Speaker, that 70,000 figure 
now up from 6,000 a year ago is going to 
do nothing but grow; and if you ever 
get rid of title 42, it is going to rocket 
up through the roof. I don’t think there 
is any country—particularly a country 
with a generous welfare state like we 
have—who can survive purely open bor-
ders. 

So there is your primer, Mr. Speaker, 
for all the people fortunate enough to 
be in the room and fortunate to be lis-
tening at all. 

I beg President Biden to take the 
border more seriously, and I beg the 
media of this country to take the bor-
der more seriously. I do not think any-
thing that the government does or does 
not do is more significant than what 
happens with the 70,000 people who are 
coming across the border today, and 
what I believe will happen as soon as 
the weather gets a little cooler and it 
becomes more apparent to people 
around the world, soon that number is 
going to go from 70 to 80 to 90 to 100 
and maybe significantly more than 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACROSS THE 
GLOBE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it 
is always important to have an oppor-
tunity to speak to our colleagues and 
as well the American people. Tonight, I 
will dwell on questions of human 
rights, challenges to those human 
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rights and the legacy of the under-
mining of human rights even in Amer-
ica that will include aspects of such in-
dignities around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) who 
will start with a discussion on a long-
standing and well-known historic vio-
lations of human rights. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the Congresswoman for yielding. 
I appreciate it very much. 

I want to speak today about the 47th 
anniversary of the Turkish invasion 
and occupation of the tiny island of Cy-
prus. For the last 47 years, Turkish 
troops have occupied the north of that 
island which is a direct violation of 
human rights. They have taken that 
opportunity to engage in disruption 
and desecration of cultural and reli-
gious sites. 

Today, President Erdogan of Turkey 
visited Cyprus on this day, the 47th an-
niversary of the Turkish occupation. 

Why did he come? 
Was it to negotiate in good faith for 

a solution to the division of the island? 
No. 
Did he come to apologize for the con-

tinued occupation of the island? 
No. 
He came to announce the reopening 

of the beach town of Varosha in direct 
contravention of the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 550 which 
‘‘considers attempts to settle any part 
of Varosha by people other than its in-
habitants as inadmissible.’’ 

Varosha was a once-bustling resort 
town. It was an international tourist 
destination in the Famagusta district 
of the Republic of Cyprus. But with the 
advance of Turkey’s invading forces to 
the town in August of 1974, Varosha’s 
native Greek Cypriot population fled 
for their lives. 

Erdogan’s visit is a cynical and 
shameful act designed to mock the 
rightful inhabitants of Varosha and to 
advance Turkey’s agenda of dividing 
Cypress into two separate states in-
stead of pursuing a bizonal, 
bicommunal federation that all parties 
of good faith have endorsed. 

I urge the Biden administration to 
use all means at its disposal to resist 
Turkey’s creeping partition of Cyprus 
and to bring international condemna-
tion to these outrageous steps that 
President Erdogan is taking which dis-
respect and violate the rights and 
human dignity of the refugees of 
Varosha. 

One day Cyprus will be reunited, but 
that can only come with the forceful 
leadership of the American Govern-
ment, deployed consistently, morally, 
and with an abiding sense of justice. 

I want to thank the Congresswoman 
for yielding to me so I could address an 
important issue of human rights, and I 
want to thank her for her incredible 
work over decades and certainly during 
her service here in Congress to make 
sure that in this country we are recog-
nizing human rights and the dignity of 
every individual. I want to thank her 

for her leadership on H.R. 40, this very, 
very important commission, and thank 
her for being part of the conscience of 
this Congress. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his leadership. 
We must always remember that human 
rights are equal to human dignity. 

So it is my privilege tonight to stand 
to discuss the value of recognizing 
human dignity. As I do so, let me add 
to an earlier discussion that reflects on 
giving our children human dignity. 

Isn’t it amazing how children have 
suffered in the course of the most re-
cent history depredation of wealth, and 
so they have been ensconced in pov-
erty, they have been hungry, and they 
have been without a good education? 
These are children in America. We can 
speak about children around the world. 
They have had little access to 
broadband technology, and they have 
suffered in their housing provisions, if 
you will. 

So I am very proud to just start out 
by, again, applauding the American 
Rescue Act and also the life-changing 
impact of the child tax credit. I don’t 
think we can do that enough. And chil-
dren of color have been at the front of 
the line and we are able to help with 
food and childcare, diapers, healthcare, 
clothing, taxes. 

Poor, working, and middle class fam-
ilies are able to receive the same 
amount. You will see, Mr. Speaker, 
where I am going on this because we 
don’t do this in anger. We don’t do this 
because we are mad. We do this because 
it is righting the wrong, as one of my 
colleagues said. 

This will provide $250 per month, per 
child and $300 per month for every 
young child. That means children 
under 5. All families in my district will 
be able to feel more secure. Let me run 
through these numbers because they 
are stunning. 

The 18th Congressional District in 
Houston, Texas, Mr. Speaker, 91.7 per-
cent of children in my district will gain 
from the expanded and improved child 
tax credit. I know that because I have 
been immersed in childcare education 
events. 

We have been in a church, we have 
been at my Federal building, we have 
been up and down on the radio, we have 
been everywhere we could be to ensure 
that we did it with humor, with seri-
ousness, with compassion, being out on 
the street corners along with trying to 
encourage people to get vaccinated. We 
have been saying: Get ready for the 
child tax credit President Biden and 
the Democratic Congress worked so 
hard on. 

Mr. Speaker, 91.7 percent of the chil-
dren will gain in my district. That is 
202,800 children. 

I have schools in my district that are 
100 percent at risk, and they eat break-
fast, lunch, and dinner. There is no 
shame to helping children. Behind 
those children are parents who are suf-
fering. These dollars will help these 
parents have dignity, their children 

have dignity, and their children have 
resources. 

The average benefit for 56,700 house-
holds in my district—Houston, I hope 
you are listening—is $3,500. 

If you have not filed your taxes in 
the 2019 year, you can immediately get 
help from my office at 713–655–0050 or 
the IRS tax advocacy team, also in my 
building of 1919 Smith Street in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

Don’t miss the opportunity for your 
own human dignity. It is not a hand-
out. It is a hand up. The expanded and 
improved child tax credit lifts 21,800 
children in my district out of poverty. 
Because of the larger benefits for the 
youngest, 8,400 kids under the age of 6 
are raised out of poverty. That has ex-
panded across America where millions 
of children face a new day. 

b 1945 

Families with children in poverty re-
ceive $5,300 on average, and they are 
getting some 6,500 children in my dis-
trict out of deep poverty. We know now 
that we are engaged in the appropria-
tions process. I thank Chairwoman 
DELAURO and all of the appropriators 
for their work. We know how impor-
tant it is if you are going to do some-
thing in life, this year, 2021, in the 
aftermath of COVID–19, this is the year 
to do it with the appropriations bill. 
This is the year to do it. Again, my 
theme: a sense of dignity. 

And where does that take me now? 
Well, I must deviate for a moment, Mr. 
Speaker, to just indicate that I think 
the Biden-Harris team has brought to 
America a sense of compassion. It has 
turned anger and ugly words into 
reaching out to people where they are. 
That could mean people who oppose 
them. But they reach out to them 
where they are, and they reach them 
with a sense of understanding and ac-
ceptance that they must cast leader-
ship for all of America, even if people 
disagree with them. 

So my good friend was here on the 
floor—I am sorry that he has left—but 
I want to emphasize that Vice Presi-
dent KAMALA HARRIS is doing an excel-
lent job on some very tough issues. She 
is meeting on voting rights and meet-
ing with any number of persons. I want 
to remind America that Texas Demo-
cratic State representatives who had 
some medical mishaps here or medical 
circumstances with COVID–19—no one 
is immune—are still here fighting so 
that we can have voting rights. 

She has met with all of them. She is 
deeply engaged in making sure that we 
work together as a Congress to get vot-
ing rights done along with the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Chairwoman 
BEATTY and all of us as Members who 
are standing ready. So she is doing an 
excellent job. And I will tell you, living 
on the border myself, living in Texas, 
in the region, having gone to the bor-
der over and over again, she is doing a 
job that should be done that others are 
not doing, getting into the weeds and 
understanding what the President’s 
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path should be as we go forward on im-
migration reform. 

She has been to the Northern Tri-
angle. That is the heart of where the 
issues start, and they are working to 
discern how they can best stop the 
massive flow of migrants, immigrants, 
who are in fear of their lives living in 
the countries that they are living in. 
These are tough issues, and I just want 
to say thank you to Vice President 
KAMALA HARRIS, because some people 
misunderstand and think that it is just 
an easy thing to do. 

My word from Texas on her trip was 
excellent, and that people were recep-
tive to her intellect, her compassion, 
and her willingness to get the job done. 
And the job will be done. 

So as I say that, I indicated this will 
be a night about human rights. And so 
I want to give you a little education 
about legislation that we are so pleased 
about. Can you imagine, H.R. 40, the 
Commission to Study and Develop Rep-
aration Proposals for African-Ameri-
cans having nearly 200 sponsors, co-
sponsors of individuals who have come 
from many parts of the country. And so 
I am speaking to my colleagues who 
happen to be Republicans, and I want 
to give them the opportunity to realize 
just what this bill is. 

I heard someone say ‘‘restoration,’’ 
and I heard someone say ‘‘repair,’’ and 
they are right. My good friend, the 
Honorable BARBARA LEE, we are work-
ing in tandem together, working in 
tandem on H. Res. 19, which is rec-
onciliation and restoration, and then 
the bill, H.R. 40, legislation to create a 
commission that would study effec-
tively slavery, and as well then develop 
reparation proposals. Again, restora-
tion, repair. 

Let us remove ourselves from any 
sort of shackle on the question of rep-
arations. Let us be understanding of 
someone else’s pain, someone else’s 
history; that is, in fact, American his-
tory. So I hold up this bill, because I 
said I would do show and tell, H.R. 40. 
Look at the pile of Members here as 
original cosponsors, and they have 
been coming on and on, and I want to 
just say thank you to my friends and 
colleagues who have thoughtfully felt 
the need to say how do we heal Amer-
ica’s systemic racism; and how do we 
heal institutional racism; how do we 
ignore what is, in fact, truth. 

Now, I think most of you know I 
could not stand here without saying 
thank you to the 415 Members of Con-
gress who voted along with the United 
States Senate on Juneteenth. Do you 
realize that Juneteenth is the first 
time America has acknowledged the 
history of slavery? In 1865, those of us 
west of the Mississippi just got the 
word from the Union soldiers with Gen-
eral Granger that we were free by Gen-
eral Order No. 3. 

Juneteenth is a commemoration of 
that. And I want everyone to know 
that, frankly, 47 States have already 
been celebrating in their own way 
Juneteenth. After 38 years, we have a 

new Federal holiday called Juneteenth, 
which gives America and little school-
children the opportunity to ask their 
dad or their teacher: What is 
Juneteenth? That was holding people 
in bondage, but it was setting them 
free. 

After the bloodiest war, brothers 
against brothers, the Civil War, where 
Abraham Lincoln so emotionally indi-
cated: ‘‘A house divided cannot stand,’’ 
but General Granger came and Sam 
Collins held a magnificent celebration 
on June 19 in Houston, in Galveston, in 
that region where I represent, and the 
mural was unveiled by a magnificent 
artistic team led by Reginald Adams 
out of Third Ward, Texas, which is 
Houston, which is where my congres-
sional district is, and it told the story 
of the freedom of these slaves. And we 
repeated General Order No. 3 which 
says, ‘‘equality of personal rights’’ but 
the biggest thing it said was, ‘‘the 
slaves are free.’’ And that we insist 
upon equality of rights. That is all that 
H.R. 40 is about. 

Are we to deny equality of rights? 
That was in General Order No. 3. That 
is what the President, unfortunately, 
being assassinated, President Abraham 
Lincoln sent General Granger down to 
read to the slaves who had worked and 
been beaten for 21⁄2 more years. 

It is important that we not ignore 
what slavery was all about. This is the 
whelped and beaten back and scarred 
back of a slave. Let us be clear. Bond-
age, we are the only group of Ameri-
cans that have been held in bondage in 
this Nation, and we have been held or 
were held in bondage longer than this 
country has been a nation. For 246 
years, we were held in bondage, and we 
only celebrated our 245th birthday. 

So I am here to be able to, very brief-
ly, run you through a brief history. Let 
me do this. Let me first of all talk 
about the words of Gary Abernathy, 
who proudly says that he is a conserv-
ative. 

And Mr. Speaker, how much time do 
I have remaining, please? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 14 minutes remaining. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate it, only to make sure that I 
can now flow with the concept of the 
time. 

But the headline reads: ‘‘Why I sup-
port reparations—and all conservatives 
should.’’ 

I know my friends are listening here 
on the other side. Gary Abernathy. And 
I will take some excerpts from this. He 
acknowledges that he is a conservative. 
And I can venture to say that his cre-
dentials can be documented. 

But he says, in spite of the bill that 
I have offered—has an apology—he 
takes note of that, he even indicates 
that he may not be that enthusiastic 
about that. But he says, ‘‘In fact, it 
could be argued that the idea fits with-
in the conservative philosophy,’’ mean-
ing that the notion of reparations is 
worth discussing because he says, ‘‘In 
fact, it could be argued that the idea 
fits the conservative philosophy.’’ 

He goes on to say, ‘‘But it is undeni-
able that White people have dispropor-
tionately benefited from both the labor 
and the legacy of slavery, and—cru-
cially—will continue to do so for gen-
erations to come.’’ 

None of this is said with anger. It is 
only setting forth facts. When slavery 
was abolished after a bloody Civil War, 
African Americans were dispersed into 
a world that was overtly hostile to 
them. ‘‘Reconstruction efforts were 
bitterly resisted by most Southern 
Whites, and attempts to educate and 
employ former slaves happened only in 
fits and starts.’’ 

Remember, this is a group of people 
in the millions who simply were set 
free. Freedom is precious. We cannot 
deny how precious freedom was, how 
sweet it was, but they were given noth-
ing; nothing to start their lives, and 
they came into the hostility of people 
who really didn’t want them to be free. 
That was the bulk of the South, and 
many parts of the North. ‘‘The govern-
ment even reneged on its ‘40 acres and 
a mule’ pledge. After slavery, prejudice 
and indifference continued to fuel so-
cial and economic disparity.’’ 

Be reminded of the whipped back of 
this Black man, this slave. And there 
were whipped backs of women and chil-
dren. They lived through this through 
no fault of their own. They worked and 
toiled in the fields. They made cotton 
king. They built the economic engine 
of this Nation. They created a trans-
atlantic slave trade. They sent millions 
of dollars from the South to the Wall 
Street banks, and we built America. 

They built this place where I stand, 
the United States Capitol, with their 
bare hands, and they built the White 
House. What else could they have 
built? 

And so when slavery was abolished, 
there was silence. It has been rep-
resented that there is a gap of $17,600 
shows the median Black household net 
worth, to a $174,000 wage of the average 
American or White family. 

When parents offered gifts to help 
children buy a home, avoid student 
debt, or start a business, those children 
are more able to retain and build on 
their wealth over their lifetimes. I 
think we just saw a very unique occa-
sion today regarding space. I would not 
in any way say anything but congratu-
lations, but one of those persons paid 
$27 million to be on that historic mo-
ment. Calculate that. It is a personal 
payment. It wasn’t government. 

And, again, I celebrate the occasion, 
but juxtapose that against where we 
are or where African Americans are. 
Randall Robinson made the point that 
even affirmative action would never 
close the economic gap. ‘‘Blacks, even 
middle-class Blacks, have no paper as-
sets to speak of. They may be salaried, 
but they’re only a few months away 
from poverty if they should lose those 
jobs . . . ’’ 

And many times the ravages of dis-
crimination and segregation are inter-
twined in law, and they may lose their 
jobs. 
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And so this conservative author be-

lieves in reparations. And he believes 
that this can be done with a fair 
amount of dollars, but there is more to 
it, as you will hear me say, because it 
is not about money. 

He concludes by saying: ‘‘It is a tenet 
of conservatism that a level playing 
field is all we should guarantee. But 
that’s meaningless if one team starts 
with an unsurmountable lead before 
play even begins.’’ 

I think LBJ said: If you want to tell 
people about a fair race, meaning a 
running race, and one fellow or lady 
has shackles around their ankles and 
the whistle blows, get ready, go, it is 
not a fair race because one runner is 
freed and has all of the elements of 
freedom, and the ability to do great 
things, and one is running with leg 
irons on. 

So as we look at how we can as a na-
tion, a community come together, I 
don’t know how many times I want to 
raise the question that we are not 
doing this in anger. H.R. 40, first intro-
duced by John Conyers, is an inter-
national concept. It just means repair. 
It means doing the right thing, heal-
ing, dealing with injustices. It will not 
be painful. 

But let me tell you why this legisla-
tion is not painful, because it is a 
study that will give us a roadmap and 
it will be done with academicians and 
those who are appointed by govern-
ment leaders, and they will be balanced 
and they will be responsible and they 
will be thorough. 

b 2000 

Why do we think we need it? 
Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 

the article from Gary Abernathy, 
Washington Post contributing col-
umnist. 

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 22, 2021] 
OPINION: WHY I SUPPORT REPARATIONS—AND 

ALL CONSERVATIVES SHOULD 
(By Gary Abernathy, Contributing 

columnist) 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D–Wash.) is among 

the progressive lawmakers whose blunt, lib-
eral outspokenness regularly annoys me. Re-
cently, she particularly upset me while dis-
cussing the latest congressional study of rep-
arations for descendants of enslaved people, 
when she said, ‘‘If you through your history 
benefited from that wrong that was done, 
then you must be willing to commit yourself 
to righting that wrong.’’ Only this time I 
was bothered because her comments hit 
home. Like most conservatives, I’ve scoffed 
at the idea of reparations or a formal apol-
ogy for slavery. I did not own slaves, so why 
would I support my government using my 
tax dollars for reparations or issuing an 
apology? Further, no one in the United 
States has been legally enslaved since 1865, 
so why are Black people today owed any-
thing more than the same freedoms and op-
portunities that I enjoy? 

I remain unconvinced that an apology 
would have much real value, but the more 
substantive notion of reparations is worth 
discussing. In fact, it could be argued that 
the idea fits within the conservative philos-
ophy. We’ll come back to that. But it is un-
deniable that White people have dispropor-
tionately benefitted from both the labor and 

the legacy of slavery, and—crucially—will 
continue to do so for generations to come. 

When slavery was abolished after a bloody 
civil war, African Americans were dispersed 
into a world that was overtly hostile to 
them. Reconstruction efforts were bitterly 
resisted by most Southern Whites, and at-
tempts to educate and employ former slaves 
happened only in fits and starts. The govern-
ment even reneged on its ‘‘40 acres and a 
mule’’ pledge. After slavery, prejudice and 
indifference continued to fuel social and eco-
nomic disparity. 

The result is unsurprising. As noted by 
scholars A. Kirsten Mullen and William A. 
Darity Jr., co-authors of ‘‘From Here to 
Equality: Reparations for Black Americans 
in the Twenty-First Century,’’ data from the 
2016 Survey of Consumer Finances showed 
that median Black household net worth 
averaged $17,600—a little more than one- 
tenth of median White net worth. As Mullen 
and Darity write, ‘‘white parents, on aver-
age, can provide their children with wealth- 
related intergenerational advantages to a far 
greater degree than black parents. When par-
ents offer gifts to help children buy a home, 
avoid student debt, or start a business, those 
children are more able to retain and build on 
their wealth over their own lifetimes.’’ 

Black author and activist Randall Robin-
son has argued that even laws such as those 
on affirmative action ‘‘will never close the 
economic gap. This gap is structural. . . . 
blacks, even middle-class blacks, have no 
paper assets to speak of. They may be sala-
ried, but they’re only a few months away 
from poverty if they should lose those jobs, 
because . . . they’ve had nothing to hand 
down from generation to generation because 
of the ravages of discrimination and segrega-
tion, which were based in law until re-
cently.’’ 

In addition to the discrepancy in inherited 
wealth, even conservatives should be able to 
acknowledge that Whites enjoy generational 
associations in the business world, where 
who you know often counts more than what 
you know—a reality based not so much on 
overt racism as on employment and pro-
motion patterns within old-school networks 
that Blacks lack the traditional contacts to 
consistently intersect. 

For now, support for reparations is anemic. 
A House Judiciary Committee bill creating a 
commission to merely study the idea was op-
posed last week by 17 Republicans, though 
all 25 Democrats on the committee voted for 
it; and just 1 in 5 respondents in a Reuters/ 
Ipsos poll last June agreed that the United 
States should use tax dollars for repara-
tions—not shocking, when a price tag of $10 
trillion has been suggested. 

The cost can be debated, along with the 
mechanics of a compensation package. But 
in the current drunken haze of government 
spending, appropriating trillions for the 
noble purpose of bringing Black Americans 
who remain economically penalized by the 
enslavement of their ancestors closer to the 
fiscal universe of White citizens surely seems 
less objectionable than some recent spending 
proposals. 

It is a tenent of conservatism that a level 
playing field is all we should guarantee. But 
that’s meaningless if one team starts with 
an unsurmountable lead before play even be-
gins. 

It’s not necessary to experience ‘‘White 
guilt’’ or buy into the notion of ‘‘White 
privilege,’’ a pejorative that to me suggests 
Whites possess something they should lose, 
when in fact such benefits should extend to 
all. Supporting reparations simply requires a 
universal agreement to work toward, as 
Jayapal said, ‘‘righting that wrong.’’ 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD a Washington 

Post article, ‘‘U.N. rights chief: Rep-
arations needed for people facing rac-
ism.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, June 28, 2021] 
UN RIGHTS CHIEF: REPARATIONS NEEDED FOR 

PEOPLE FACING RACISM 
(By Jamey Keaten) 

GENEVA (AP)—The U.N. human rights 
chief, in a landmark report launched after 
the killing of George Floyd in the United 
States, is urging countries worldwide to do 
more to help end discrimination, violence 
and ) systemic racism against people of Afri-
can descent and ‘‘make amends’’ to them— 
including through reparations. 

The report from Michelle Bachelet, the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Human rights, 
offers a sweeping look at the roots of cen-
turies of mistreatment faced by Africans and 
people of African descent, notably from the 
transatlantic slave trade. It seeks a ‘‘trans-
formative’’ approach to address its continued 
impact today. 

The report, a year in the making, hopes to 
build on momentum around the recent, in-
tensified scrutiny worldwide about the blight 
of racism and its impact on people of African 
descent as epitomized by the high-profile 
killings of unarmed Black people in the 
United States and elsewhere. 

‘‘There is today a momentous opportunity 
to achieve a turning point for racial equality 
and justice,’’ the report said. 

The report aims to speed up action by 
countries to end racial injustice; end impu-
nity for rights violations by police; ensure 
that people of African descent and those who 
speak out against racism are heard; and face 
up to past wrongs through accountability 
and redress. 

I am calling on all states to stop denying— 
and start dismantling—racism; to end impu-
nity and build trust; to listen to the voices 
of people of African descent; and to confront 
past legacies and deliver redress,’’ Bachelet 
said in a video statement. 

While broaching the issue of reparation in 
her most explicit way yet, Bachelet sug-
gested that monetary compensation alone is 
not enough and would be part of an array of 
measures to help rectify or make up for the 
injustices. 

‘‘Reparations should not only be equated 
with financial compensation,’’ she wrote, 
adding that it should include restitution, re-
habilitation, acknowledgement of injustices, 
apologies, memorialization, educational re-
forms and ‘‘guarantees’’ that such injustices 
won’t happen again. 

Bachelet, a former president of Chile, 
hailed the efforts of advocacy groups like the 
Black Lives Matter movement, saying they 
helped provide ‘‘grassroots leadership 
through listening to communities’’ and that 
they should receive ‘‘funding, public recogni-
tion and support.’’ 

The U.N.-backed Human Rights Council 
commissioned the report during a special 
session last year following the murder of 
Floyd, a Black American who was killed by 
a white police officer in Minneapolis in May 
2020. The officer, Derek Chauvin, was sen-
tenced to 22-1/ 2 years in prison last week. 

Protests erupted after excruciating by-
stander video showed how Floyd gasped re-
peatedly, ‘‘I can’t breathe!’’ as onlookers 
yelled at Chauvin to stop pressing his knee 
on Floyd’s neck. 

The report was based on discussions with 
over 340 people—mostly of African descent— 
and experts; more than 100 contributions in 
writing, including from governments; and re-
view of public material, the rights office 
said. 

It analyzed 190 deaths, mostly in the U.S., 
to show how law enforcement officers are 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:02 Jul 21, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00076 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JY7.136 H20JYPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3749 July 20, 2021 
rarely held accountable for rights violations 
and crimes against people of African descent, 
and it noted similar patterns of mistreat-
ment by police across many countries. 

The report ultimately aims to transform 
those opportunities into a more systemic re-
sponse by governments to address racism, 
and not just in the United States—although 
the injustices and legacy of slavery, racism 
and violence faced by African Americans was 
clearly a major theme. 

The report also laid out cases, concerns 
and the situation in roughly 60 countries in-
cluding Belgium, Brazil, Britain, Canada, Co-
lombia and France among others. 

‘‘We could not find a single example of a 
state that has fully reckoned with the past 
or comprehensively accounted for the im-
pacts of the lives of people of African descent 
today,’’ Mona Rishmawi, who heads a unit on 
non-discrimination in Bachelet’s office. ‘‘Our 
message, therefore, is that this situation is 
untenable.’’ 

Compensation should be considered at the 
‘‘collective and the individual level,’’ 
Rishmawi said, while adding that any such 
process ‘‘starts with acknowledgment’’ of 
past wrongs and ‘‘it’s not one-size-fits-all.’’ 
She said countries must look at their own 
pasts and practices to assess how to proceed. 

Rishmawi said Bachelet’s team found ‘‘a 
main part of the problem is that many peo-
ple believe the misconceptions that the abo-
lition of slavery, the end of the transatlantic 
trade and colonialism have removed the ra-
cially discriminatory structures built by 
those practices. 

‘‘We found that this is not true,’’ said 
Rishmawi, also denouncing an idea among 
some ‘‘associating blackness with crimi-
nality . . . there is a need to address this.’’ 

The report called on countries to ‘‘make 
amends for centuries of violence and, dis-
crimination’’ such as through ‘‘formal ac-
knowledgment and apologies, truth-telling 
processes and reparations in various forms.’’ 

It also decried the ‘‘dehumanization of peo-
ple of African descent’’ that was ‘‘rooted in 
false social constructions of race’’ in the 
past to justify enslavement, racial stereo-
types and harmful practices as well as toler-
ance for racial discrimination, inequality 
and violence. 

People of African descent face inequalities 
and ‘‘stark socioeconomic and political 
marginalization’’ in many countries, the re-
port said, including unfair access to edu-
cation, health care, jobs, housing and clean 
water. 

‘‘We believe very strongly that we only 
touched the tip of the iceberg,’’ Rishmawi 
said, referring to the report. ‘‘We really be-
lieve that there is a lot more work that 
needs to be done.’’ 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. This report came 
from the United Nations because rep-
arations is a universal concept of re-
pair, repairing, and human rights. This 
report from the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights is big stuff. It 
‘‘offers a sweeping look at the roots of 
centuries of mistreatment faced by Af-
ricans and people of African descent, 
notably from the transatlantic slave 
trade.’’ 

Does that sound familiar? Back and 
forth across the ocean. 

‘‘It seeks a ‘transformative’ approach 
to address its continued impact 
today.’’ 

In its report, it says: ‘‘I am calling on 
all states to stop denying, and start 
dismantling, racism; to end impunity 
and build trust; to listen to the voices 
of people of African descent; and to 

confront past legacies and deliver re-
dress.’’ 

This is what this report from the 
United Nations has said. 

It goes on to say: ‘‘Reparations 
should not only be equated with finan-
cial compensation.’’ 

This is what I have been saying. I say 
that when I go on the floor and ask for 
my colleagues to support it. Thank 
goodness we understand it. We get it. I 
am looking for my Republican friends 
to join us. 

‘‘Adding that it should include res-
titution, rehabilitation, acknowledg-
ment of injustices, apologies, memori-
alization, education reforms, and ‘guar-
antees’ that such injustices won’t hap-
pen again.’’ 

Does that sound unfair? 
‘‘We could not find a single example 

of a state that has fully reckoned with 
the past or comprehensively accounted 
for the impacts on the lives of people of 
African descent.’’ 

This individual, who was head of the 
unit on nondiscrimination, said: ‘‘Our 
message, therefore, is that this situa-
tion is untenable.’’ 

This is the report from the U.N. 
‘‘A main part of the problem is that 

many people believe the misconcep-
tions that the abolition of slavery, the 
end of the transatlantic trade, and co-
lonialism have removed the racially 
discriminatory structures built by 
those practices.’’ 

Absolutely wrong. The report found 
that this is not true, ‘‘also denouncing 
an idea among some ‘associating black-
ness with criminality.’’’ That has gone 
on in many places around the world, 
including the United States. 

This report also ‘‘decried the ‘dehu-
manization of people of African de-
scent’ that was ‘rooted in false social 
constructions of race’ in the past to 
justify enslavement, racial stereo-
types, and harmful practices as well as 
tolerance for racial discrimination, in-
equality, and violence.’’ 

Do we realize that that hurts all of 
our children? Children who are White 
and non-White are hurt by the defini-
tions of color and Africans and people 
of African descent. 

We face inequalities, meaning those 
of African descent, and ‘‘’stark socio-
economic and political 
marginalization’ in many countries, 
the report said, including unfair access 
to education, healthcare, jobs, housing, 
and clean water.’’ 

What the commission could do is to 
give peace and understanding of the 
very fact of what would be a positive 
response to this question of discrimina-
tion. 

I want to add some real scientific 
evidence that I am not here on the 
floor complaining. I am giving an op-
portunity, along with the infrastruc-
ture bill, along with the budget rec-
onciliation, because I am on the Budg-
et Committee, along with voting 
rights, after 30-some years when this 
bill was first introduced in 1989, after 
the Japanese received reparations in 
1988, of which we supported. 

Thank you to the Japanese American 
Association. They are strong sup-
porters of H.R. 40. They got reparations 
for their false and unfair internment in 
the 1940s during World War II. We cele-
brated it. We worked with them and 
helped them construct that, those who 
were in Congress at that time. 

John Conyers filed this bill shortly 
after 1989, and I am honored to have 
been given this challenge and oppor-
tunity by him upon his retirement. I 
will not let the Nation down. I say the 
Nation because a definitive study is 
worthy. It I might show you that the 
idea of reparations is to suggest a con-
tinued, systemic impact, a continued, 
systemic impact that is going on, even 
in this moment. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
this article that is part of the Harvard 
Medical School’s continuing coverage 
of medicine, and you would not believe 
it. 
[From Harvard Medical School, Feb, 10, 2021] 
ANTI-RACIST EPIDEMIOLOGY—RESEARCH SUG-

GESTS REPARATIONS FOR SLAVERY COULD 
HAVE REDUCED COVID–19 INFECTIONS AND 
DEATHS IN U.S. 

(By Jake Miller) 
This article is part of Harvard Medical 

School’s continuing coverage of medicine, 
biomedical research, medical education and 
policy related to the SARS-Co V–2 pandemic 
and the disease COVID–19. 

Civil rights activists have long called for 
monetary reparations to the Black descend-
ants of Africans enslaved in the United 
States as a financial, moral, and ethical 
form of restitution for the injustices of slav-
ery. 

Now, a study led by Harvard Medical 
School researchers suggests reparations 
could also have surprising public health ben-
efits for Black individuals and the entire na-
tion. 

To estimate the impact of structura in-
equities between Black and white individ-
uals, the researchers set out to capture the 
effect of reparation payments on the Black- 
white wealth gap in the state of Louisiana. 

Their analysis, published online on Feb. 9 
in Social Science & Medicine. suggests that 
if reparations had teen made before the 
COVID–19 pandemic, transmission of SARS– 
CoV–2 in the state’s overall population could 
have been reduced by anywhere from 31 per-
cent to 68 percent. 

The work was done in collaboration with 
the Lancet Commission on Reparations and 
Redistributive Justice. 

‘‘While there are compelling moral and his-
torical arguments for racial-injustice inter-
ventions such as reparations, our study dem-
onstrates that repairing the damage caused 
by the legacy of slavery and Jim Crow rac-
ism would have enormous benefits to the en-
tire population of tbe United States,’’ said 
study senior author Eugene Richardson. as-
sistant professor of global health and social 
medicine in the Blavatnik Institute at Har-
vard Medical School. 

The disproportionate effects of COVID–19 
on racial minorities—Black individuals in 
particular—have been well documented. 
Black people get COVID–19 at a rate nearly 
one and a half times higher than that of 
white people, are hospitalized at a rate near-
ly four times higher, and are three times as 
likely to die from the disease, according to 
the latest estimates from the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control. 

The greater disease burden among Black 
people has caused tremendous loss of life and 
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unspeakable suffering across these already 
vulnerable and disadvantaged communities. 
Notably, these effects have also spilled over 
and are driving transmission rates of the 
virus in the overall population, the study au-
thors said. 

Addressing the structural inequalities at 
the roots of this disparity through monetary 
reparations would not only radically de-
crease the impact of COVID–19 among the 
people who received reparations, tbe authors 
said, but would reduce the overall toll of the 
disease on a broader scale, benefiting the en-
tire population. The findings, the researchers 
said, powerfully underscores the truly global 
nature of the pandemic and the notion that 
a society is only as strong as its most vul-
nerable members. 

‘‘If we extrapolate these results to the en-
tire United States, we can imagine that tens 
or hundreds of thousands of lives would have 
been spared, and the entire nation would 
have been saved much of the hardship it has 
endured in the last year,’’ said Richardson, 
who is also the chair of the Lancet Commis-
sion on Reparations and Redistributive Jus-
tice. 

For their analysis, tbe researchers paired 
sophisticated data analytics and computa-
tional tools with commonly used epidemio-
logic modeling methods to calculate the im-
pact of structural racism on infection rates 
among Black and white populations in Lou-
isiana. They chose Louisiana as an exemplar 
of the impacts of structural racism in the 
U.S. because it was one of the few states that 
reported infection rates by race in the early 
stages of the pandemic. For a control group, 
the researchers chose the relatively egali-
tarian population of South Korea. 

The researchers noted that although mod-
eling is used to understand many factors in 
the spread of an infectious disease, such as 
differences in infection risk based on wheth-
er passengers on a train sit with windows 
open or closed or individual variations in 
mask-wearinq habits, it has rarely been used 
to capture the effects of social factors that 
can create vast disparities between popu-
lations, such as those seen between Blacks 
and whites in the U.S. 

Richardson’s recent book Epidemic illu-
sions explores the ways conventional epide-
miology is constrained from proposing solu-
tions that address the root causes of health 
disparities derived from the combined weight 
of centuries of racism, imperialism, 
neoliberal politics, and economic exploi-
tation. One of the goals of the paper is to 
challenge the narrow ways people who work 
in medicine and public health measure and 
think about problems and solutions and to 
broaden the public imagination, thus open-
ing new conversations about what challenges 
and opportunities are worth considering in 
global health and social science, Richardson 
said. 

The study examined the initial period of 
the outbreak, before infection control meas-
ures were implemented, so any differences in 
infection rates between populations at that 
time would have been driven mainly by dif-
ferences in the social structures, the re-
searchers said. 

For example, Louisiana has a population 
heavily segregated by race, with Black peo-
ple having higher levels of overcrowded hous-
ing and working jobs that are more likely to 
expose them to SARS–CoV–2 than white peo-
ple. In comparison, South Korea has a more 
homogenous population with far less seg-
regation. 

To probe how such structural inequities 
impact transmission of SARS–CoV–2, the re-
searchers examined infection rates over time 
for the first two months of the epidemic in 
each location. During the initial phase of the 
outbreak in Louisiana, each infected person 

spread the virus to 13 to 2.5 more people than 
an infected individual durinq the same phase 
of the outbreak in South Korea, the analysis 
showed. The study also showed it took Lou-
isiana more than twice as long to bring the 
early wave of the epidemic under control as 
South Korea. 

Next, the researchers used next-generation 
matrices to gauge how overcrowding, seg-
regation, and the wealth gap between Blacks 
and whites in Louisiana could have driven 
higher infection rates and how monetary 
reparations would affect viral transmission. 

The model showed that greater equity be-
tween Blacks and whites might have reduced 
infection transmission rates by anywhere 
from 31 percent to 68 percent for every per-
son in the state. 

This research comes at a time when many 
Americans are already thinking about the 
larger societal costs of structural racism, 
the researchers said. They noted, for exam-
ple, that the nationwide movement to pro-
test police brutality against Black people 
has been fueled by many of the inequitable 
outcomes exemplified so painfully by the 
coronavirus pandemic in the U.S. 

‘‘This moment has made it possible for a 
lot of people who had no reason to think 
about these inequalities to be very aware of 
them,’’ said study co-author and Lancet rep-
arations commissioner Kirsten Mullen, who 
was a member of concept development team 
for the National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture. 

ANTI-RACISM IN ACTION 
Richardson said that the research was de-

signed to explore how reparations payments 
might have altered the trajectory of the 
coronavirus pandemic in the U.S. and how a 
different response to the disease could have 
helped mitigate the disparities fueled by so-
cial conditions that are vestiges of slavery. 
Such conditions, Richardson noted, include 
ongoing discrimination and structural rac-
ism in the form of redlining, overcrowding, 
over-incarceration, and the heightened use of 
lethal force in policing experienced by Black 
people. 

Richardson said that historian and anti- 
racist scholar Ibram X. Kendi’s description 
of the differences between racism and anti- 
racism were helpful in designing the study. 
According to Kendi, a racist policy is any 
policy that produces or sustains inequality 
or promotes the power of one racial group 
over another, whereas an anti-racist policy 
is any measure that produces or sustains eq-
uity between racial groups. 

Richardson said that one important goal of 
the project was to attempt to harness the 
power of mathematical modeling for an anti- 
racist response to the coronavirus and be-
yond. 

‘‘When you look at a formula for trans-
missibility, it looks like an objective cal-
culation,’’ he said. ‘‘But where is lethal po-
licing in that formula?’’ 

Richardson noted that it was important to 
call attention to the systemic and structural 
elements of racism that can get lost in sim-
plified models of disease. 

WHAT ARE REPARATIONS? 
Mullen and study co-author William 

Darity, who recently published a book on 
reparations and have written in the press 
about the case for using reparation pay-
ments to fight COVID–19, defined reparations 
as a program of acknowledgement, redress, 
and closure for a grievous injustice. In this 
case, Mullen said, the atrocities are associ-
ated with periods of enslavement, legal seg-
regation and white terrorism during the Jim 
Crow era, and racial strife and violence of 
the post-Civil Rights Act era, including on-
going inequities in the form of over-policing, 
police executions of unarmed Black people, 

ongoing discrimination in regard to incar-
ceration, access to housing, and, possibly 
most important, the Black-white gulf in 
wealth. 

Successful reparations programs include 
three elements: admission of culpability on 
behalf of the perpetrators of the atrocity; re-
dress, in the form of an act of restitution; 
and closure, wherein the victims agree that 
the debt is paid and no further claims are to 
be made unless new harms are inflicted. 

In this case, Mullen said, reparations 
would take the form of financial restitution 
for living Black individuals who can show 
that they are descended from at least one an-
cestor who was enslaved in the U.S. and that 
they self-identified as Black on a legal docu-
ment at some point during the 12 years prior. 

The financial restitution is designed to 
help close the Black-white wealth gap. 
Darity noted that it is important to distin-
guish wealth from income. Wealth is how 
much you own, and income is how much you 
earn. Greater wealth translates to greater 
stability for individuals and families across 
time. Greater wealth is also more strongly 
associated with greater well-being than 
greater income, Darity said, and disparities 
in wealth manifest as health disparities. 

Wealth is more strongly associated with 
familial or individual well-being,’’ said 
Darity, who is the Samuel DuBois Cook Dis-
tinguished Professor of Public Policy at 
Duke University and a Lancet reparations 
commissioner. He noted that, according to 
the Federal Reserve Board 2016 Survey of 
Consumer Finances, the average Black 
household had a net worth $800,000 lower 
than the average white household, and that 
Black people, who represent 13 percent of the 
U.S. population, only own 3 percent of the 
nation’s wealth. 

‘‘This dramatically restricts the ability of 
Black Americans to survive and thrive,’’ 
Darity said. 

To assess the effect of reparation payments 
on the trajectory of the pandemic, the re-
searchers based their calculations on a 
model that would pay $250,000 per person or 
$800,000 per household to descendants of 
enslaved individuals—one of several proposed 
reparation models. 

EVERY TRANSMISSION IS A SOCIAL 
TRANSMISSION 

‘‘Every transmission has a social cause,’’ 
said study co-author and Lancet reparations 
commissioner James Jones, associate pro-
fessor of Earth System Science and a senior 
fellow at the Woods Institute for the Envi-
ronment at Stanford University. 

For a brief moment when AIDS was in the 
spotlight during the late 80s and early 90s, 
people interested in social behavior became 
interested in mathematical modeling of dis-
ease, Jones said. While that interest largely 
waned, the COVID–19 crisis has highlighted 
the need to think about social science, in-
equality, social structure, behavior patterns, 
and behavior change, as well as how they fit 
together with how we understand and re-
spond to epidemics, Jones said. 

Even the simplest model must account for 
a rudimentary social structure, Jones said. 
At its most basic, this can be represented 
with a generalized estimate of how likely an 
infected person is to come into contact with 
a susceptible person. He explained that this 
number, R0 or ‘‘R-naught,’’ is the average 
number of people an infected individual 
transmits the virus to. When R0 is less than 
one, no epidemic is possible because the 
number of people infected decreases. When 
R0 is greater than 1 an epidemic is possible. 
R0 also determines the total number of peo-
ple who could potentially become infected or 
how many people would need to be vac-
cinated to end the epidemic. It can also be 
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used to calculate the so-called endemic equi-
librium—which determines whether a disease 
will continue to exist within a population, 
simmering constantly in the background or 
bubbling up seasonally, like influenza. 

‘‘That’s the theory of infectious disease 
control in a single parameter,’’ Jones said. 

That seeming simplicity can make it hard 
to focus on the complex ways that infectious 
diseases move through the real world, the re-
searchers said. 

‘‘It’s important to highlight that R0 is not 
simply a function of the pathogen,’’ Jones 
said. ‘‘It’s a function of the society.’’ Social 
and environmental factors like mobility, 
segregation, and the nature of the built envi-
ronment help determine rates of infection, 
he said. 

This is one important reason that diseases 
don’t hit all people the same. Global R0 is an 
average of very different R0s for different 
groups of people. Some groups are more like-
ly to interact only with members of their 
own group, some groups are more likely to 
come in contact with infected people, and 
some are more susceptible to the disease for 
other reasons, Jones said. 

In this case, the researchers used mathe-
matical models to help understand the dif-
ferences in R0 for Black people and white 
people in Louisiana and to help think about 
how things would change if racism were less 
prevalent in America. 

Absent those interventions, the research-
ers noted that Black Americans remain at an 
elevated and inequitable risk of becoming in-
fected and dying during the COVID–19 pan-
demic and that this inequity will continue to 
fuel the pandemic for all Americans. 

‘‘Increasing equality would have huge ben-
efits on infection rates for everyone,’’ said 
co-author Momin Malik, who was a data 
science postdoctoral fellow at the Berkman 
Klein Center for Internet & Society at Har-
vard University at the time the study was 
conducted. 

This research was supported by the Na-
tional Institute of General Medical Sciences 
Models of Infectious Disease Agent Study 
(grant R01 GM130900), National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (grant K08 
AI139361), National Institute of Minority 
Health Disparities (grant R01 MD011606), Na-
tional Science Foundation Division of Social 
and Economic Sciences (grant 1851845), Insti-
tute of Education Sciences (grant 
R305A190484), and the Ethics and Governance 
of Artificial Intelligence Fund. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. It states: ‘‘Civil 
rights activists have long called for 
monetary reparations,’’ this report 
opens up. This is a scientific, vetted re-
port from the Harvard University Med-
ical School. It is titled ‘‘Anti-Racist 
Epidemiology: Research suggests rep-
arations for slavery could have reduced 
COVID–19 infections and deaths in the 
U.S.’’ This was published online on 
February 10. 

It says: ‘‘To estimate the impact of 
structural inequities between Black 
and White individuals, the researchers 
set out to capture the effect of repara-
tion payments on the Black-White 
wealth gap in the State of Louisiana.’’ 
This is an important report. 

‘‘The disproportionate effects of 
COVID–19 on racial minorities—Black 
individuals in particular—have been 
well documented. Black people get 
COVID–19 at a rate nearly one-and-a- 
half times higher than that of White 
people, are hospitalized at a rate near-
ly four times higher, and are three 

times as likely to die from the disease, 
according to the latest estimates from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. 

‘‘The greater disease burden among 
Black people has caused tremendous 
loss of life and unspeakable suffering 
across these already vulnerable and 
disadvantaged communities. Notably, 
these effects have also spilled over and 
are driving transmission rates of the 
virus in the overall population.’’ 

They did their study in many places, 
but I will read a portion. ‘‘The study 
examined the initial period of the out-
break, before infection control meas-
ures were implemented, so any dif-
ferences in infection rates between 
populations at the time would have 
been driven mainly by differences in 
the social structures.’’ 

‘‘Louisiana has a population heavily 
segregated by race, with Black people 
having higher levels of overcrowded 
housing and working jobs that are 
more likely to expose them,’’ and they 
found that if reparations had been 
given, they would have done better. 

I conclude, Mr. Speaker, by just say-
ing that you see a picture of the Tulsa 
race riot. That is why I stand here 
today to say that Tulsa Greenwood 
needs reparation. H.R. 40 needs to pass. 
Why don’t we do it together? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Ethics: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: On June 18. 2021. 
the Committee on Ethics (Committee) re-
ceived an appeal from Representative Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene of a fine imposed pursu-
ant to House Resolution 38 and House Rule 
II, clause 3(g). The appeal was received after 
the Committee adopted its written rules. 

A majority of the Committee did not agree 
to the appeal. 

Sincerely. 
THEODORE E. DEUTCH, 

Chairman. 
JACKIE WALORSKI, 

Ranking Member. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Ethics: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: On June 16. 2021, 
the Committee on Ethics (Committee) re-
ceived an appeal from Representative Ralph 

Norman of a fine imposed pursuant to House 
Resolution 38 and House Rule II clause 3(g). 
The appeal was received after the Committee 
adopted its written rules. 

A majority of the Committee did not agree 
to the appeal. 

Sincerely. 
THEODORE E. DEUTCH, 

Chairman. 
JACKIE WALORSKI, 

Ranking Member. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Ethics: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, Washington. DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: On June 15. 2021, 
the Committee on Ethics (Committee) re-
ceived an appeal from Representative Thom-
as Massie of a fine imposed pursuant to 
House Resolution 38 and House Rule II, 
clause 3(g). The appeal was received after the 
Committee adopted its written rules. 

A majority of the Committee did not agree 
to the appeal. 

Sincerely, 
THEODORE E. DEUTCH, 

Chairman. 
JACKIE WALORSKI, 

Ranking Member. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and noon for legislative 
business. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1638. A letter from the Deputy Admin-
istrator for Policy Support, Food and Nutri-
tion Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: 
Rescission of Requirements for Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents: Notice of 
Vacatur [NS-2021-0012] (RIN: 0584-AE87) re-
ceived July 13, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–1639. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final regulations — Calculation 
of the Endowment Factor for Allocations to 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Under Section 314(a)(2)(A) of the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2021 (RIN: 1840-AD63) received 
July 13, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 
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